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apology is needed for the endeavour to render more accessible to the profession in this country a work on
operative surgery by so eminent an authority as Professor Kocher. The book is essentially a record of the
author s personal experience and of his own methods of operation. To avoid an appearance of egotism he has
written in the first person plural, and this plan has been followed in the translation. The first English edition,
which appeared in 1895, was translated from the second German edition, while the second English edition,
which was twice the size of its predecessor, was translated from the fourth German edition. The present volume
is a translation of the fifth and latest German edition. The amount of new material that has been added, the
rearrangement and revision of the text, and the great number of new illustrations introduced have been
responsible for an increase of 300 pages. The work now covers the whole field of operative surgery. In the first
of the five parts into which the volume is divided, the preparation of the patient, the disinfection of the surgeon
and his assistants, the methods of sterilisation, surgical technique, treatment of wounds and anaesthesia have
been greatly amplified, local and regional anaesthesia being dealt with at length. In the second part the surgery
of the vascular system has been systematically considered, no less than 106 operations on the arteries being
described, while the suture of veins receives full attention. The third part, dealing with the surgery of the
nervous system, has been rearranged as well as largely amplified. The portion devoted...
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