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War, to Russell, Majors, Waddell, Now Held by Peirce Bacon Sir:
When I had the honor to receive your letter of April 21, 1862,
referring to me the consideration of the claim of Messrs. Peirce
Bacon, as holders of certain drafts drawn by Russell, Majors
Waddell, upon the Secretary of War, and accepted by John B.
Floyd, the then Secretary, I doubted for some time whether I
could venture to give any official answer touching the merits of
the claim, because your letter does not contain, and was not
accompanied by, any case made, or statement of facts, which I
might fairly take to be the true and only facts upon which the
merits of the claim ought to be determined. My office has no
legal faculty to investigate and adjudge facts - no power to
compel the presence of persons and papers, nor even to
administer an oath. It cannot,...
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