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indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: .into one a portion of the objections already mentioned in respect to the
Head of the Department would apply. It would be necessary, however, to divide the oEice into diEerent
branches, each with its head clerk, as is done in the Chief Secretary s OEice. It is very necessary that the Chief
Clerk should be able to recollect and readily to trace the course of the correspondence which has taken place
on any subject of importance. This he cannot be expected to do if the range of subjects is unduly extended. As
regards the Junior Clerks, it is certain that no perceptible diminution in the correspondence could take place in
consequence of the consolidation, and therefore no decrease in their number could be eEected On the
contrary, if, as proposed, every Clerk of Works in the ten districts is to be provided with a clerk for the purpose
of corresponding with the head oEice, the correspondence would necessarily be enormously increased. The
whole of the great amount of information which is at present obtained from the Visiting Clerks or Inspectors of
Works on their return from their tours of inspection, either by personal communication or by short minutes
written by themselves in the oEice, would require to be obtained by letter and reply, involving in most instances
much more labor and a less satisfactory result. (3.) The Chief Accountant. There can be no doubt that in the
event of the consolidation being decided upon, the accounts...
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